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UNIT SUMMARY 
   

 

 The Emergence of Modern America: Progressive Reforms 

 

Progressive reform movements promoted government efforts to address problems created by rapid 

industrialization, immigration, and unfair treatment of women, children, and minority groups. 

An expanding market for international trade promoted policies that resulted in America emerging as a 

world power.  

The Emergence of Modern America: World War I  

 

United States involvement in World War I affected politics, the economy, and geopolitical relations 

following the war. 

The Emergence of Modern America: Roaring Twenties 

 

The 1920s is characterized as a time of social, economic, technological, and political change, as well as a 

time of emerging isolationism, racial and social tensions, and economic problems.  

   

    

 

UNIT RESOURCES    

 

Printed Materials:  

Textbook 

Interactive Reading and Notetaking Guide 

Reading Readiness Guide  

Joint Resolution to Provide for Annexing the Hawaiian Islands to the United States (1898) 

Theodore Roosevelt's Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine (1905) 

The United States Constitution and Amendments 

Wilson's Fourteen Points 

   



Joint Address to Congress Leading to a Declaration of War Against Germany (1917) 

Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms 

Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front 

 

Resources:  

United Streaming 

NBC Learn 

Movies: Great Gatsby 

              Iron Jawed Angels, 

Songs:   Presidential Campaign Songs -     http://www.folkways.si.edu/albumdetails.aspx?itemid=2532 

              George M. Cohan, Over There 

              Irving Berlin, Oh How I Hate To Get Up In the Morning            

          

PowerPoint  www.americanhistory.mrdonn.org/powerpoints.html 

  

   

 

Internet Resource Links: 

  http://havefunwithhistory.com 

  http://Firstworldwar.com 

  http://historyplace.com 

  http://authentichistory.com 

 http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?flash=true&page=milestone  

   

    
    

STAGE ONE 
   

    

  GOALS AND STANDARDS    

      

 

6.1.12.A.16.a. Determine the impact of media and technology on world politics during this time period.  
6.1.12.A.16.c. Assess from various perspectives the effectiveness with which the United States 
government addresses economic issues that affect individuals, business, and/or other countries.  
6.1.12.C.16.a. Evaluate the economic, political, and social impact of new and emerging technologies on 
individuals and nations.  
6.1.12.C.16.b. Predict the impact of technology on the global workforce and on entrepreneurship.  

   

http://www.folkways.si.edu/albumdetails.aspx?itemid=2532
http://www.americanhistory.mrdonn.org/powerpoints.html
http://havefunwithhistory.com/
http://firstworldwar.com/
http://historyplace.com/
http://authentichistory.com/
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/content.php?flash=true&page=milestone


6.1.12.C.16.c. Assess the impact of international trade, global business organizations, and overseas 
competition on the United States economy and workforce.  
6.1.12.D.16.a. Analyze the impact of American culture on other world cultures from multiple 

perspectives.  
6.1.12.A.5.a. Relate industrial growth to the need for social and governmental reforms.  
in order to provide economic stability.  
6.1.12.A.5.b. Assess the impact of governmental efforts to regulate industrial and financial systems in 
order to provide economic stability.  
6.1.12.A.5.c. Analyze the effectiveness of governmental policies and of actions by groups and individuals 
to address discrimination against new immigrants, Native Americans, and African Americans.  
6.1.12.B.5.b. Assess the impact of rapid urbanization on the environment and on the quality of life in 
cities.  
6.1.12.C.5.b. Compare and contrast economic development of the North, South, and West in the post-
Civil War period.  
6.1.12.D.5.a. Analyze government policies and other factors that promoted innovation, entrepreneurship, 

and industrialization in New Jersey and the United States during this period.  
6.1.12.D.5.b. Evaluate how events led to the creation of labor and agricultural organizations that protect 
the rights of workers.  
values and in helping people meet their economic needs and expectations.  
6.1.12.D.5.c. Assess the effectiveness of public education in fostering national unity and American values 
and in helping people meet their economic needs and expectations. .  
6.1.12.D.5.d. Relate varying immigrants' experiences to gender, race, ethnicity, or occupation.  
6.1.12.A.6.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of Progressive reforms in preventing unfair business practices 
and political corruption and in promoting social justice.  
inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.  
6.1.12.A.6.b. Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., 
abolition, women's suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address injustice, inequality, 

workplace safety, and immorality.  
6.1.12.A.6.c. Relate the creation of African American advocacy organizations (i.e., the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People) to United States Supreme Court decisions (i.e., 
Plessey v. Ferguson) and state and local governmental policies.  
6.1.12.B.6.a. Determine the role geography played in gaining access to raw materials and finding new 
global markets to promote trade.  
6.1.12.B.6.b. Compare and contrast issues involved in the struggle between the unregulated 
development of natural resources and efforts to conserve and protect natural resources during the period 
of industrial expansion.  
6.1.12.C.6.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of labor and agricultural organizations in improving economic 
opportunities for various groups.  

Revolution.  
6.1.12.C.6.b. Determine how supply and demand influenced price and output during the Industrial 
6.1.12.C.6.c. Analyze the impact of money, investment, credit, savings, debt, and financial institutions 
on the development of the nation and the lives of individuals. 
6.1.12.D.6.a. Assess the impact of technological innovation and immigration on the development of 
agriculture, industry, and urban culture during the late 19th century in New Jersey (i.e., Paterson Silk 
Strike 1913) and the United States.  
6.1.12.D.6.b. Compare and contrast the foreign policies of American presidents during this time period, 
and analyze how these presidents contributed to the United States becoming a world power.  
6.1.12.D.6.c. Analyze the successes and failures of efforts to expand women's rights, including the work 
of important leaders (i.e., Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Alice Paul, and Lucy Stone) and the 
eventual ratification of the 19th Amendment.  

6.1.12.A.7.a. Analyze the reasons for the policy of neutrality regarding World War I, and explain why the 
United States eventually entered the war.  
6.1.12.A.7.b. Evaluate the impact of government policies designed to promote patriotism and to protect 
national security during times of war (i.e., the Espionage Act and the Sedition Amendment) on individual 
rights.  
6.1.12.A.7.c. Analyze the Treaty of Versailles and the League of Nations from the perspectives of 
different countries.  
6.1.12.B.7.a. Explain how global competition by nations for land and resources led to increased 
militarism.  
6.1.12.C.7.a. Determine how technological advancements affected the nature of World War I on land, on 
water, and in the air.  



6.1.12.C.7.b. Assess the immediate and long-term impact of women and African Americans entering the 
work force in large numbers during World War I.  
6.1.12.D.7.a. Evaluate the effectiveness of Woodrow Wilson's leadership during and immediately after 

World War I.  
6.1.12.D.7.b. Determine the extent to which propaganda, the media, and special interest groups shaped 
American public opinion and American foreign policy during World War I.  
6.1.12.D.7.c. Analyze the factors contributing to a rise in authoritarian forms of government and 
ideologies (i.e., fascism, communism, and socialism) after World War I.  
6.1.12.A.8.a. Relate government policies to the prosperity of the country during the 1920s, and 
determine the impact of these policies on business and the consumer.  
6.1.12.A.8.b. Compare and contrast the global marketing practices of United States factories and farms 
with American public opinion and government policies that favored isolationism.  
6.1.12.A.8.c. Relate social intolerance, xenophobia, and fear of anarchists to government policies 
restricting immigration, advocacy, and labor organizations.  
6.1.12.B.8.a. Determine the impact of the expansion of agricultural production into marginal farmlands 

and other ineffective agricultural practices on people and the environment.  
6.1.12.C.8.a. Analyze the push-pull factors that led to the Great Migration.  
6.1.12.C.8.b. Relate social, cultural, and technological changes in the interwar period to the rise of a 
consumer economy and the changing role and status of women.  
6 6.1.12.D.8.a. Explain why the Great Migration led to heightened racial tensions, restrictive laws, a rise 
in repressive 
6.1.12.D.8.b. Assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians of the 1920s, including the Harlem 
Renaissance, on American culture and values.  

    

 ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS     

 

 The assertion of American power at the turn of the 20th century marked a new era in the 

nation's history and the beginning of America's rise as a superpower in the world. 

 The United States gained new territories in its war with Spain and played a decisive role in the 

WWI victory, which would bring the fall of several European empires. 

 The seeds of WWII a generation later were sown in the peace agreements that ended WWI. 

 The development and popularization of new media in the 1920's such as radio and movies 

changed the way that Americans accessed news and entertainment. 

   

    

 ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS     

 

 How did a more powerful United States expand its role in the world? 

 How did the United States demonstrate its growing interest in the Pacific and in Latin America? 

 What were the causes and effects of World War I? 

 How did the nation react to change in the 1920's? 
   

    

 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS    

 

Students will know: 

 How Progressive Presidents extended reforms. 

 How the United States acquired new territory and expanded trade in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 How the United States used the Monroe Doctrine to justify intervention in Latin America. 

   



 The causes and effects of the Spanish-American War. 

 The causes of World War I. 

 How the arrival of American troops in Europe affected the course of the war. 

 The social and economic problems at home and abroad that challenged the nation after World 

War I. 

 How social change and social conflict marked the 1920's. 

Students will be able to:  

 Discuss the effectiveness of Progressive reforms. 

 Describe US expansion in the Pacific.  

 Identify the reasons the US declared war on Spain. 

 Explain how the Spanish-American War led to the creation of an American overseas empire. 

 Discuss how Presidents expanded the Monroe Doctrine to intervene in the affairs of Latin 

America. 

 Discuss the factors that led to the outbreak of war in Europe and how the United States moved 

from neutrality to involvement in the war. 

 Explain the United States role in supporting the War effort. 

 Show how America's forces contributed to the Allied victory. 

 Explain the Treaty of Versailles. 

 Evaluate the League of Nations and understand why many Americans opposed membership.  

 Describe the U.S. policy of isolationism and how the threat of communism raised concern. 

 Identify the causes and effects of the 18th and 19th Amendments.  

 Assess the impact of artists, writers, and musicians of the1920’s, including the Harlem 

Renaissance. 

 Evaluate the economy of the 1920's. 

  

  

    
STAGE TWO 

   
    

 PERFORMANCE TASKS     

 

Title: Performance Tasks 

Map Creation 

Oral Presentations 

Multimedia Presentations 

Timelines 

Biography Posters/Wanted Posters 

PowerPoint Presentations 

Create Children's Books 

Topic driven Collages 

Student Debates 

   



Web Quests 

Create Newspaper Articles 

Student created vocabulary foldables 

Essays (Persuasive, Expository/Explanatory, Speculative) 

DBQ - Emergence of the Modern United States (see attached) 

 

RUBRICS  
See attached   

    

 OTHER EVIDENCE    

 

Teacher made formative assessments 

Teacher made summative assessments 

Self assessments 

Peer review 

Chapter Tests 

Section Quizzes 

Vocabulary Quizzes 

   

    
STAGE THREE 

   
    

 

LEARNING ACTIVITIES     

 

Daily format: 

            Begin with a warm up question and overview of the daily lesson’s objectives. 

Define relevant vocabulary for the lesson.  

Deliver content specific material related to the unit in the form of notes, power points, video 

clips, guided reading, or interactive websites.   

Students work independently or in groups on the day's activity. 

Exit Card 

Suggested Activities 

Create a timeline of American overseas expansion. 

Write a newspaper article about the Spanish American War. 

Debate the advantages and disadvantages of alliances.  

Analyze political cartoons of the period. 

Use a graphic organizer to chart the political, social and economic gains of the Progressive 

period. 

 
  



Select one progressive law/amendment. Identify groups most impacted and whether the law's 
objective was achieved. Present the findings to the class.   

Create and compare maps of Europe in 1914 and 1919, and discuss the reasons for changes in 
boundaries. 

Listen to George M. Cohan's Over There and other patriotic music, and discuss the impact of 
patriotic music on the war effort. 
 

Compare pro and anti war propaganda posters and explain their influence on the decision to go 
to war. 
 
Identify similarities and differences in strategies, tactics, and weaponry of WWI and the Spanish 
American War 
 
Create a timeline of the major battles of WWI. 

Create a children’s book about the roaring twenties and the Great Depression. 
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